FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Dry Trash/Yard Waste Pick Up and Disposal

What is Dry Trash?

Dry trash or “Yard Waste” generally includes: grass clippings, leaves, spent flowers & garden plants,
weeds, pine needles, pine cones, acorns, vines, twigs, branches and other woody material up to 3 inches in
diameter and no longer than 4 feet in length. Bagged dirt, soil, and items such as rocks are NOT
considered yard waste and will not be picked up by Waste Management.

How do | prepare my dry trash for pick up?

Dry trash must be in paper or plastic trash bags and placed next to your household garbage container so it
can be easily spotted for pickup. Items such as sticks and branches that cannot be bagged must be tied
into bundles. Each bundle or bag cannot weigh more than 45 pounds each. Place the bags and bundles
at the street next to your household garbage container by 7 am on your day of pickup.

Correct Method to Bag Leaves and Bundle Limbs

How much dry trash can | put out for pick up each week?

The maximum allowable limit is 2 cubic yards, which is equivalent to 4 trash can containers, or
approximately 6 to 8 bags, or bundles. Larger amounts of dry trash waste can be taken to the County
landfill off Highway 80 or disposed of utilizing The Bagster purchased from Waste Management.

Where do | place my dry trash materials?
All bags and bundles of dry trash must be placed beside your household trash container on pickup day.

What about brush and branches larger than the allowable size?

If you have dry trash material larger than the sizes noted here, the resident should contact the City or
Waste Management regarding options such as The Bagster. The Bagster is offered by Waste
Management for proper disposal of larger items such as large trees and limbs or household bulk trash
such as couches and furniture.

How do | purchase a Bagster? You can purchase one at City Hall or go to www.thebagster.com to
order online. You can also visit www.thebagster.com to find retailers in our area that sell the bag, or call
1.877.789.BAGS (2247). The Bagster can be used not only for yard waste, but it can also be used for
construction debris, household junk, dirt, sand, rocks, or sod.

What if | have a private lawn service?

Your lawn service company should properly dispose of the yard waste they generate by taking it to the
County landfill or another facility. Individual lawn service companies should haul the leaves or limbs
they generate if they are hired by the resident.



What if | have dry trash/yard waste when pickup isn’t provided?
The resident will need to take the material to the County landfill or use The Bagster.

Is dry trash and yard waste going to be picked up year-round?
Yes, once per week.

Dry trash and yard waste will not be picked up if:

e |tis not bagged (plastic or paper if fine) or bundled with string or similar.

e |t has household waste mixed in or limbs larger than 3 inches in diameter or greater than 4 feet in
length.

¢ No bag or bundle weighing over 45 Ibs will be collected.
If you have more than 2 cubic yards of materials total.

o Ifitis not placed beside the household waste container on the day of regular trash pick up.

How to Reduce Yard Waste
Grasscycling (Let grass clippings fall):

e Use a mulching mower or retrofit your current mower with a mulching blade kit and let clips fall
back into the lawn. This will add nitrogen to the soil and cut fertilizer use by approximately 30%.

e Cutonly 1/3 of grass blade at a time to promote root growth and shade out weeds. Deep roots
help grass resist drought and disease.

Home Composting

e Transform your yard waste into humus-rich compost. Use compost in the garden, with potted
plants, as a topdressing for lawns, or as mulch around trees and shrubs.

e The benefits of composting include improved soil structure, enhanced root growth and adds
nutrients to the soil.

Other Options

e Add low-maintenance plant beds and groundcovers, slow-growth bushes, decks, walkways and
borders to your yard to reduce lawn area.

e Use Shredded leaves and grass clippings as mulches to control weeds, conserve moisture and
reduce soil erosion.

e Add shredded leaves and grass to your compost pile.
e Shred leaves into lawn with mulching mower; adds nutrients and does not hurt the lawn.



